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Staying the Course

River Ridge Commerce Center 2020
The River Ridge Commerce Center was originally
established in 1998 to replace the lost economic
activity previously generated by the now shuttered
lndiana Army Ammunition Plant.
Investments in roads, utilities and other
infrastructure have spurred private development
from local, national and international employers
resulting in a diverse array of industries and the
creation of thousands of jobs across Southern
Indiana.

The River Ridge Development Authority (RRDA)
Board of Directors oversees the River Ridge
Commerce Center’s overall policies and procedures.
Each of its five partnering jurisdictions appoints a
board member, and those members elect officers.
Partners in the River Ridge Development Authority
include Clark County, the City of Jeffersonville, the
City of Charlestown, the Port of Indiana and the
Town of Utica.

J. Mark Robinson, President

Dr. Treva Hodges, Board Member

Norman E. “Ned” Pfau, Jr., Vice President

Edward Meyer, Board Member

Philip “Phil” McCauley, Secretary/Treasurer

Jerry Acy, Executive Director
David Lewis, General Counsel
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The River Ridge Commerce Center has become
one of the nation’s premier business and industrial
parks. Located on 6,000 acres along the Ohio
River in Southern Indiana, River Ridge is an
economic driver for the entire region, attracting
top-tier employers and higher-paying jobs to the
community.

Enjoy Life

River Ridge is now home to more than 60 firms.
These companies employed over 10,500 workers
and supported approximately 7,000 additional
regional jobs in 2020. A 2020 economic impact
study revealed that the River Ridge Commerce
Center produced an estimated total of $2.5 billion
in economic output, or the total value of all
transactions resulting from the center.*

PharmaCord

With approximatelyt 4,000 acres still available
for development, River Ridge can accommodate
projects ranging from 3 acres to 1,400 acres in its
dedicated megasite. River Ridge’s central location
and world-class amenities make it the preferred site
for the most discerning of companies, representing
sectors such as aerospace, automotive, food and
beverage, information technology, life sciences and
logistics.
* 2020 Economic Impact Analysis – River Ridge Commerce Center (2021), Policy Analytics, LLC

riverridgecc.com
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River Ridge Commerce Center 2020
Dear Friends,
For many years to come, current and future
generations will look back on 2020 as an historically
challenging year – a year when our state, our region
and our country were forced to overcome immense
obstacles. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once wrote: “The
ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in
moments of comfort and convenience, but where he
stands at times of challenge and controversy.”
Dr. King was correct. Difficult times show us our true
selves. They test our resolve, and they separate truly
great people and organizations from mediocre ones.
I’m proud to say 2020 showed us that the River Ridge
Development Authority, our state, local and regional
partners, our staff, and the companies that call the
River Ridge Commerce Center their home are worthy
to be called great.

“
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Last year, amid a global pandemic, River Ridge
continued the meteoric growth that earned it the
International Economic Development Council’s 2020
Excellence in Economic Development Gold Award for
Real Estate Redevelopment and Reuse. The award
recognizes innovative projects that create jobs and
serve as a catalyst for economic development in their
region.

...expand employment in the Commerce Center from
approximately 650 in 2006 to over 10,500 in 2020.

”

Through its continued economic development
activities and investments in infrastructure
development, the River Ridge Development Authority
helped expand employment in the Commerce Center
from approximately 650 in 2006 to over 10,500 in
2020. This is a testament to the long, hard work from
staff and partners.

Work did not stop – or slow – in 2020. River Ridge
generated more than $16 million in total operating
revenues and invested more than $10 million in capital
improvement projects to spur continued development.
Meanwhile, private developers completed or
commenced work on nearly 1.6 million square feet of
commercial space, creating new homes for businesses
to expand here or relocate to our community. Private
investments totaled more than $143 million, the most
in any given year sice our beginning.

“

”

...more than 7,000 additional jobs in the region and
generated $2.5 billion in economic output...

The impact of all this investment was not insignificant.
In addition to the direct employment at River Ridge, its
occupants helped sustain more than 7,000 additional
jobs in the region and generated $2.5 billion in
economic output to the regional economy. It also
generated more than $42.7 million in local and state
tax revenue. These are truly amazing results.

I want to again express my sincere appreciation and
gratitude to the River Ridge Development Authority
Board of Directors, our appointing authorities, our
staff and general counsel, with special thanks to
our Executive Director, Jerry G. Acy. This talented,
professional staff, together with my fellow board
members’ leadership and vision, certainly responded to
the challenges of 2020 and we are poised for continued
success in 2021 and beyond.

J. Mark Robinson
President, River Ridge Development Authority
riverridgecc.com
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Development & Infrastructure Updates 2020

Water tower under construction

The River Ridge Development Authority remains
committed to investing in state-of-the-art
infrastructure to enhance the Commerce Center and
promote development activity by private partners. As
a continued effort toward long-term growth, the RRDA
completed over $10 million in capital infrastructure
projects in 2020. This work included the demolition
of unused military structures on the north end of the
Commerce Center and continued infrastructure work
near the I-265 interchange. The RRDA is also investing
in improving the capacity of its utilities as well as
expanding and improving roads to maintain pace with
demand as the Commerce Center grows.
Private development activity also continued at a strong
pace in 2020, with an estimated $143 million in capital
development. In the past year, private developers
completed or commenced work on nearly 1.6 million
square feet of commercial space.
Those developments included projects to bring new
and expanded industries to the Commerce Center,
speculative investments by new-to-market industrial
developers to create tenant-ready buildings and
continued investments by existing development
partners to build state-of-the-art facilities.
Notable development and infrastructure
highlights in 2020 included:
• Receiving the International Economic Development
Council’s Excellence in Economic Development Gold
Award in the Real Estate Redevelopment and Reuse
(Population 25,000 to 200,000) category. The award
recognizes innovative projects that create jobs and serve
as a catalyst for economic development in their region.
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• Announcing an agreement to sell 37 acres to US Capital
Development to develop a 450,000 sf warehouse/
distribution facility.
• Announcing the start of construction of PharmaCord’s
81,000 sf headquarters.
• Announcing the start of construction of HollenbachOakley’s 45,000 sf Gateway Office One – the first building
in the River Ridge Commerce Center’s Gateway Office and
Research Campus and the future home of the River Ridge
Development Authority.
• Announcing Kenco Logistic Services’ plans to open a
665,000 sf fulfillment and distribution center.
• Announcing Parker Hannifin Corp.’s new multi-year
investment in an existing facility to support increased
demand for air filtration products as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
• Announcing VanTrust Real Estate’s construction of
a 702,800 sf speculative industrial building at the
intersection of International Drive and River Ridge
Parkway.
• Announcing the start of construction of HempRise’s new
85,000 sf project, a processing and innovation facility
with specialized laboratories to produce CBD and hemp
extracts.
HempRise

riverridgecc.com

7

Development & Infrastructure Updates 2020

• Announcing the start of construction of Gray
Construction’s third 256,500 sf speculative building.
• Leasing approximately 25 acres to an affiliate of
America Place to create the River Ridge Learning
Center.
• Contracting with United Consulting and Temple &
Temple Excavating & Paving Inc. for the widening of
a section of International Drive.

Gateway Campus

• Contracting with Dan Cristiani Excavating Co., Inc.
to reconstruct a section of Salem Road.
Gray Construction site

• Contracting with JTL, Inc. for plant services design
related to construction of a new $22 million sanitary
sewer treatment plant in partnership with the City
of Charlestown.
• Contracting with Clark Nickles Inc. for sanitary
sewer improvements to serve the new Gateway
Office and Research Campus.
• Contracting with Excel Excavating Inc. for the River
Ridge Parkway Water Main Extension project, which
includes the construction of approximately 1,100
feet of 16-inch water main to serve businesses in the
Commerce Center.
• Contracting with HWC Engineering, Inc. and
Caldwell Tanks Inc. for the design and construction
of two-2 million-gallon elevated water storage
tanks to serve current and anticipated future
development.
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River Ridge Commerce Center 2020 Highlights
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Looking Ahead 2020
Investing in 21st Century Infrastructure

Developing a First-Class Office Campus

The River Ridge Development Authority continues
its investments in modern infrastructure to ensure
the Commerce Center is the best place for businesses
serving the Southeast and Midwest to call home.

With its scenic setting and proximity to interstates and
population centers, the River Ridge Commerce Center
is an ideal place to develop a Class A office campus
to complement the growing number of logistics and
manufacturing businesses already located in the park.

To date, the River Ridge Development Authority has
invested more than $250 million in infrastructure
improvements such as roads, utilities and rail
infrastructure as well as environmental and site clearing
expenses. This has allowed the Development Authority
to prepare nearly 2,000 acres of the Commerce Center
for development.
The Development Authority estimates it will need to
invest more than $300 million in future infrastructure
improvements to provide the roads, utilities and other
amenities required to fully develop the remaining 4,000
acres to meet the needs of future employers.
River Ridge Development Authority new office

The first office building at the River Ridge Commerce
Center’s Gateway Office and Research Campus will
be completed by Fall 2021. Hollenbach-Oakley, the
master developer of the campus, expects to develop
numerous Class A office buildings on as much as 600
acres dedicated for the Gateway, which will become a
signature entrance into the Commerce Center.
Development of the office campus will help River Ridge
attract corporate offices and headquarters and bring
additional higher-wage jobs to Southern Indiana.
Forging a Rail Partnership to Spur Economic
Development
In the coming years, River Ridge will leverage a key
partnership to further develop its rail services and
bring new and larger employers to Charlestown
and Jeffersonville with the help of its new partner,
OmniTRAX.
OmniTRAX, an affiliate of Denver-based The Broe Group,
will invest in rail improvements and support businessattraction efforts for large rail-served employers.
This multi-year partnership will help the River Ridge
Commerce Center improve its connectivity and become
a hub for major industries requiring modern rail services.
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Economic Impact Analysis Summary 2020

Since 2013, Indianapolis-based Policy Analytics,
LLC has compiled a comprehensive Economic
Impact Analysis to help quantify the significant
impact the River Ridge Commerce Center has
made on local, regional, and state economies.
The information allows River Ridge leadership
and key stakeholders to monitor progress
and the impact of ongoing development and
investments in a six-county region.
Highlights of the report include consistent
increases in employment data, labor income,
economic value added and economic output.
Employment within the Commerce Center has
increased from approximately 650 in 2006 to
10,500 in 2020. According to the latest report,
activity within the Commerce Center helped
sustain more than 17,500 regional jobs in
2020, including those employed on site. This
equates to approximately $2.5 billion in
economic output to the local economy, nearly
$700 million in labor income for the Southern
Indiana/Louisville region and more than
$1.05 billion in added economic value. These
estimated figures include RRDA activity, and
private investments and operations in 2020.
New infrastructure investments continue to be
a top priority at River Ridge. To date, the River
Ridge Development Authority has invested
more than $130 million in capital improvement
projects.
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River Ridge Major Employers*
A&R Logistics
Amazon
American Air Filter Flanders
American Fuji Seal
Autoneum North America, Inc.
Bluegrass Supply Chain Services
Bose Consumer
Collins Aerospace
Complete Metal Fabrication
D.A. Inc.
DENSO
Enjoy Life Foods
General Electric
Genpak
HempRise
Husky Injection Molding Systems
Hydra Warehousing
idX Corporation
Ingram Micro
Kenco Logistics
J. Knipper and Company, Inc.
Magnolia Auto Services, LLC
Medline Industries
Mr. “P” Express
Neovia Logistics Services
Niagara Bottling
Nu-Yale Cleaners
Olon Industries
Optum
Parker Hannifin
Pegatron
PharmaCord
PTI Quality Containment
Saddle Creek Logistics Services
Shoe Sensation
Taylor Communications
Tenneco
United Collections Bureau
U.S. Census
* As of 12/31/2020

Medline

Mr. “P” Express

Niagara
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