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* 2019 Economic Impact Analysis – River Ridge Commerce Center (2020), Policy Analytics, LLC

The River Ridge Development Authority (RRDA) 
Board of Directors governs River Ridge Commerce 
Center’s (RRCC) overall policies and procedures. 
Each of five participating jurisdictions appoints one 
person to the Board, which elects its own officers. 
Jurisdictions include the Indiana Port Commission, 
Town of Utica, City of Charlestown, City of 
Jeffersonville, and Clark County Commissioners. 

River Ridge Commerce Center (RRCC) is the 
Midwest region’s premier business and industrial 
park. Located on 6,000 acres of prime land in 
Southern Indiana, River Ridge can accommodate 
projects ranging from three to 1,000 acres. 
Originally the site of the Indiana Army Ammunition 
Plant, the United States Congress later deemed 
this land surplus. Created in 1998, River Ridge 
Development Authority (RRDA) was established to 
help redevelop this land occupied by a shuttered 
military plant, generate revenue, and ultimately 
revitalize the area’s economy. The United States 
Army transferred to RRDA an initial portion of land 
in 1998 and the final parcel and deed in 2016.

To date, River Ridge Commerce Center is home to 
more than 60 companies representing a diverse 
array of industries. These companies employed 
over 10,500 individuals and supported more than 
6,300 additional regional jobs in 2019. A 2019 
economic impact study revealed that business 
activity at River Ridge generated more than $2.4 
Billion in total economic output.*
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Dear Friends,

As we begin a new decade, there is a positive energy 
of anticipation throughout River Ridge Commerce 
Center. We are poised and ready for what the future 
holds for this land and those companies planning 
to grow and evolve here. Without question, endless 
possibilities for business expansion and evolution exist 
right here in Southern Indiana.

To date, River Ridge has helped create more than 
16,900 regional jobs. We are just beginning to 
experience what River Ridge can become in support 
of employment opportunities and the communities 
that surround us and serve as our foundation. 

In November 2019, we announced the approval of 
$25 million in financing for additional infrastructure 
improvements throughout River Ridge. This will help 
to enable the buildout of 3,000 remaining acres in the 
park over the next 20 years.

This investment in the region’s future will help fulfill 
our mission to attract quality, well-paying jobs, and 
additional tax revenue. Going forward, we have a solid 
plan for the future as we continue to live out the strategic 
plan we announced in 2018.

Lastly, I want to express my sincere appreciation and 
gratitude to the River Ridge Development Authority 
Board of Directors, our appointing authorities, our staff 
and general counsel, with special thanks to our Executive 
Director, Jerry G. Acy. This talented, professional staff, 
together with my fellow board members’ leadership and 
vision, has energized us in envisioning what the future of 
regional economic development can and should be. 

Wishing you the best in 2020,

J. Mark Robinson
President, River Ridge Development Authority
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River Ridge has helped to create 
more than 16,900 regional jobs. 

...we have a solid plan for the future as we 
continue to live out our strategic plan...

“ ” 

“ ” 
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River Ridge Development Authority is committed to 
investing in state-of-the-art property features and 
promoting sustainable, eco-friendly infrastructure. 
Already home to more than 12.3 million square-feet of 
production, distribution, and commercial space; River 
Ridge is poised for more growth in the new decade. 

To date, more than 1,200 acres have been developed 
within River Ridge. Approximately 1,000 acres are 
prepared for immediate development. Infrastructure 
advancements throughout the park continue to keep 
pace with what our vision of a world-class business 
park can be. 

 

Notable infrastructure and development 
highlights in 2019 included:

• Transferring 106 acres to the City of Charleston for 
community use.

• Transferring 100 acres to the City of Utica to use 
for building an emergency response center, and a 
maintenance and storage facility.

• Selling approximately 21 acres to Gray Industrial 
Realty for the development of a 250,000 square-foot 
industrial spec building.

• Selling approximately 50 acres to VanTrust Real 
Estate LLC for the development of a 500,000 square-
foot industrial spec building. 

• Selling approximately 24 acres to Layn USA for the 
development of an 80,000 square-foot manufacturing 
facility in the emerging hemp-derived CBD oil industry.

• Announcing PharmaCord’s plans to lease space in the 
Gallery Building, owned by America Place, along with 
constructing a new $40 million facility on Trey Street. The 
company plans to create 850 new full-time jobs here by 
the end of 2023.

•  Leasing to Hydra Trucking and Warehousing a 506,000 
square-foot warehouse located on 300 Hilton Drive.

• Preserved 27 acres as a conservation easement 
for the protection of bat populations on River Ridge 
property. Located in a scenic area near the heavy haul 
transportation corridor, this land cannot be used for 
future development.

• Currence Contracting completing repairs on a 
200,000-gallon water tank on River Ridge property.

• Contracting with  HWC Engineering in the  design of a 
waterway to  service the Gateway Office Park.

• Contracting with Excel Excavating in completing a 
16-inch water main extension that will replace 1940s 
infrastructure along Indiana 62 and service the north 
end of River Ridge. The company will also  help complete 
Phase II of the Lewman Way road project. 

• Contracting with Strand Associates, Inc. for Phase II of 
the Gateway gravity sewer project.

• Contracting with Duke Energy in  re-routing existing 
power lines along Eighth Street on the north end of River 
Ridge.

• Contracting with Temple and Temple Excavating and 
Paving, Inc. to extend Jacobs Way to Salem Road.

• Awarding  a construction contract to Louisville Paving 
Company for expansion of International Drive.

Development and Infrastructure Updates
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River Ridge Commerce Center is focused on 
meeting the demands of a 21st Century workforce. 
Highlights from 2019 reflect RRDA’s dedication to 
fulfilling goals outlined in our Strategic Plan:*

• Gateway Office and Technology Park planning 
is complete, including 600 acres for Class A office 
space. This real estate is designed to attract 
companies engaged in research and development 
endeavors, and professional services. 

• RRDA initiated significant investments on the 
north end of the property and the Megasite, 
activating space required by advanced 
manufacturing and other industries.

Looking Ahead

• Signed into law by Indiana Governor Eric 
Holcomb, the Indiana General Assembly passed a 
bill providing for a 10-year extension of the River 
Ridge Urban Enterprise Zone. This helps ensure 
continued private investment at River Ridge long 
into the future.

* The RRDA Strategic Plan is located at: www.riverridgecc.com/about/2018-rrcc-strategic-plan
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Our priorities in 2020 include:

• Focusing on attracting a diverse range of 
industries to River Ridge. 

• Continued focus on north end entrance 
upgrades, and extending utilities supporting 
development for rail-served entities.

• Implementing the newly formed RRCC Property 
Owners’ Association, providing for common area 
maintenance in protecting the beauty of RRCC, as 
well as private investments to-date.

Fulfilling Strategic Plan Priorities River Ridge Major Employers*

Amazon
American Air Filter Flanders
A&R Logistics
Autoneum North America, Inc.
Bluegrass Supply Chain
Bose
Collins Aerospace
D.A. Inc.
DENSO
Enjoy Life Foods
Fuji Seal
Genpak
Husky
Hydra Warehousing
idX
Ingram Micro
Knipper
Magnolia Automotive Services
Manitowoc
Medline Industries
Mr. “P” Express
Niagara Bottling
Nu-Yale Cleaners
Olon Industries Inc.
Optum
Parker Hannifin Corporation
    HVAC Filtration Division
Pegatron/Asus
PharmaCord
PTI Quality Containment
Saddle Creek Logistics Services
Shoe Sensation
Taylor Communications
Tenneco
United Collections Bureau

* As of 12/31/2019
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Economic Impact Analysis*
* 2019 Economic Impact Analysis – River Ridge Commerce Center (2020), Policy Analytics, LLC

Since 2013, Indianapolis-based Policy Analytics, 
LLC has compiled a comprehensive Economic 
Impact Analysis quantifying the impact River Ridge 
Commerce Center has made on local, regional, 
and state economies in the prior calendar year. 
The information assists River Ridge leadership and 
other stakeholders in monitoring the impact and 
progress of ongoing development throughout a 
six- county region. 

Highlights of the report include consistent 
increases in employment data, labor income, 
economic value added, and economic output. 
Employment within the development has 
increased from approximately 650 in 2006 to 
10,500 in 2019. Beyond employment onsite, the

development’s impact is well noted beyond its 
borders. According to the latest report, River Ridge 
and its occupants helped sustain approximately 
16,900 regional jobs in 2019, including those 
employed on-site. This equates approximately 
$2.4 billion in economic output to the local 
economy, $599 million in labor income, and 
more than $1 billion in added economic value. 
These estimated figures include RRDA activity, and 
private investments and operations in 2019. 

New infrastructure investments continue to be a 
top priority at River Ridge. To date, we estimate 
a total of $120 million including 2019 activity. 
These investments include road improvements, 
utilities, demolition, rail infrastructure, 
environmental and site clearing expenses.


