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Kentuckians
In The

Halls
Of Fame

BY MIKE EMBRY

Native sons have left

their marks on baseball
football and basketball,
and earned their places
among the games’ all-time
stars

"
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N o & | Frank Ramsey played on
= N | I
- 5 seven championship teams
f \ Ly during nine seasons with
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the Boston Celtics.
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Cooperstown, New York, stand life-
size wooden statues of Babe Ruth
and Ted Williams. Inside the front foyer at
the Professional Football Hall of Fame in
Canton, Ohio, is a seven-foot bronze statue
of Jim Thorpe. At the start of the tour of

o the right of the entrance to the
‘ I National Baseball Hall of Fame in

' the Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield,

:

‘

|

Massachusetts, is a bronze bust of Dr.
James Naismith, inventor of the game that
was 100 years old last year. They are among
an elite group who have excelled on the
playing field or contributed significantly to
their respective sports and, in so doing,
have earned the sports’ highest recogni-
tion.

Kentuckians are represented in all three
halls. Among native sons enshrined in
these select galleries are Harold “Pee Wee”
Reese, Earle Combs and A.B. “Happy”
Chandler in baseball, Paul Hornung in
football and Ed Diddle, Joe Fulks, Frank
Ramsey, Cliff Hagan, Wes Unseld and Dave
Cowens in basketball.

“Of all the honors that have come to me,
I expect that was the greatest one,” said
Chandler, who was elected to the Baseball
Hall of Fame in 1982.

Chandler, who grew up in Henderson
County, served as baseball commissioner
from 1945 to 1951, following terms as
Kentucky's governor and U.S. senator.
Those were crucial seasons that included
the debut of Jackie Robinson as the first
black player in the major leagues. “I felt
that if black men could fight on the
beaches of Okinawa and Iwo Jima, they
certainly shouldn’t come home to be told
they couldn’t play the great American
game,” Chandler said at his induction cer-
emony.

Reese, born in Meade County, was the
captain and shortstop of the Brooklyn
Dodgers in the 1940s and '50s. He batted a
respectable .269 in his career and was one
of the best fielders in the game. But it was
his competitive drive and leadership that
made him such a standout performer. He,
too, helped Robinson, a fellow hall-of-
famer, break the color barrier. He was
elected in 1984.

Combs, an Owsley County native, was a
center fielder for the great New York Yan-
kee teams in the 1920s and '30s. He was
the leadoff hitter in a lineup that featured
Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig. Although his
career was shortened because of an injury
suffered after he collided with an outfield
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Basketball Hall of Fame

Basketball Hall of Fame

(clockwise from top)
Dave Cowens,
Kentucky's newest

hall of fame member,
was an NBA All-Star
seven times in 11
seasons. Cliff Hagan
scored more than 15,000
points in 10 seasons

with the St. Louis Hawks.

Joe Fulks, one of the
NBA's early stars,
scored 63 points in
one game in 1949.
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wall, Combs finished with a sparkling .325
average. He was inducted in 1970.

Hornung, a Louisville native, was the
“Golden Boy” of football with his curly
blond hair and movie-star blue eyes. He
was a two-time All-American at Notre Dame
and won the Heisman Trophy in 1956.

During a nine-year career with coach
Vince Lombardi’s powerful Green Bay
Packers, Hornung was one of pro football’s
great all-purpose players able to kick, run
and throw. He was the National Football
League’s leading scorer from 1959 to 1961,
amassing a phenomenal 176 points in
1960. He was also named most valuable
player in the 1961 championship game. He
was elected to the Football Hall of Fame in
1986.

Ed Diddle, born in Adair County, was
one of the most colorful men ever to grace
college basketball. His trademark was wav-
ing a red towel on the Western Kentucky
University bench, a tradition still practiced
on the Bowling Green campus, which is
known as “Red Towel Territory.”

Diddle was captain of the Centre College
team in 1920, earning All-Southern recog-
nition. He coached Monticello to the state
high school tournament in 1921 and
Greenville to the regional finals in 1922.
He took over the Western Kentucky pro-
gram in the fall of 1922 and turned the
Hilltoppers into a nationally recognized
team during 42 seasons at the helm. His
teams won 759 games, the fourth highest

Unseld was the NBA's most valuable player as a rookie. Combs held his own against Ruth and Gehrig. Reese captained the Dodgers of the '40s and '50s.
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As commissioner, Chandler helped break baseball’s color barrier. Hornung was pro football's leading
scorer from 1959 to 1961. Only three college coaches won more basketball games than Diddle.

total for a college coach, and played in
every major collegiate event. He was elec-
ted to the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1971.

“Jumping Joe” Fulks, of Marshall
County, became one of the first stars in
professional basketball with his patented
jump shot. He amazed the nation when he
scored 63 points in a game in 1949, an as-
tonishing output considering there was no
3-point shot or shot clock at the time.
Fulks led the Philadelphia Warriors to the
pro basketball title in 1947 and three times
was named to the all-league first team dur-
ing his eight-year career. He was elected to
the hall in 1977.

Ramsey, another product of Henderson
County, was the celebrated “sixth man” of
the Boston Celtics in the 1950s and ’60s.
He was known for his versatility coming off
the bench.

Ramsey, inducted in 1981, was an all-
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state player at Madisonville High School
and an All-American at Kentucky in 1952
and 1954. He played on seven NBA cham-
pionship teams in nine years with the
Celtics.

Hagan, of Owensboro, had a picture-per-
fect hook shot when he played at
Owensboro High School, Kentucky and
later with the St. Louis Hawks of the NBA
and the Dallas Chapparalls of the old
American Basketball Association. He led
Owensboro to a state title in 1949 and was
a member of Kentucky’s national champi-
onship team in 1951. In his 10-year career
with the Hawks, he teamed with Bob Pettit
to help St. Louis win the NBA title in 1958.
Hagan, who became athletics director at
Kentucky, was elected to the basketball
shrine in 1977.

Unseld, perhaps the best basketball
player ever produced in Louisville, led Sen-
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You Can Save Up To 50%
On Home Heating Cost Ll

By replacing old & inefficient heating

And never have to buy fuel—
wood, oil, gas, kerosene—
ever again.

_}- -.—;v_-z-—‘ ———‘_\ -

Here are your benefits when you use Hydro-Sil, the

heating system with the savings advantage:
« Slashes heating costs—replace expensive heating.

N
Hydro-Sil Is a unique zone heating system that can save you hun-
dreds of dollars In home heating costs by replacing Inefficient ways
of heating.

It can replace your electric heaters and heat pumps. Your oli or +Safe and clean—no flames, no fumes. no exposed heating
gas furnace. Your kerosene heaters and woodstoves. element. UL listed. ,
Thisis an exclusive direct offer: The H -Sil | v | tores. «100% efficient—thermostatically controlled, uniform warmth;

from floor-to-ceiling.

» Portable or permanent baseboard installation (by you or by a
qualified electrician. 110 volt or 220 volt).

*No maintenance. No service calls.

The Hydro-Sil hydronic heater will give you clean, safe, healthful, and
inexpensive floor-to-ceiling warmth. You can heat your entire house via
permanently installed 220-voit baseboard models, or you can heat
individual rooms with completely portable 110-voit units. Each has a

spill, leak, boll, or freeze. It's permanent. You'll never run Qut. Running
through the liquid is a hydroelectric element that, when the thermostat

built-in thermostat for total room-by-room control. «Lower heater-case temperature is safer for children and
Hydro-Sil hydronic heating works like this: Inside the heater case is a furniture.
sealed copper tube filled with a harmless silicone fluid that will never « Silicone fluid never needs replacing. retains heat longer, and

eliminates costly element temperature cycles.
« Eliminates need for furnaces, chimneys, ducts, piumbing.

is turned on, quickly warms the liquid. The silicone liquid with its heat
retention qualities continues to heat after the electric element shuts
off, saving you money. The heat radiating from the tube is directed into
a gentle convection flow that delivers warm, comfortable heat into the
room. It's just that simple. The principle is the same as hot water heating
and provides the same comfortable benefits.

We want to help you beat the rising and crippling cost of heating your
home. Please read what others are saying about Hydro-Sil and how it

Omes pre-as! and ready for use.
« Lifetime service policy—fully warranted.

FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS
TOLL FREE 1-800-627-9276 DIRECT TO OUR ORDERING DEPT,

It will be one of the best Investments you wlll ever make.

nelps them. . 220-Volt Permanent Heater 110-Volt Portable Heater
*Blll M. Professional Engineer: “| sqved hundreds of dollars on the g0 wati unit Approx. Area’ Size  WailtUnlt  Approx. Area’
installation cost compared to heat pump prices, plus | cut my fuel costs 1o Heat o {o Heat
Dby one-half. & 1500watts 250 sq, ft. 6 1500watts 250 5. ft.
*Grant M., Accountant: "We replaced our oll furnace in our office 5 1550, 01t 200 sq. ft 4 1000watts 1755q. ft.
building, and in the first year we saved $2,700 in oil and heating costs. 4 1000watts 1755 ' ﬁ' k3 750 watts 150 sq. ft.
This was a §1% saving. plus we have noc maintenance costs” 3 750 watts 150 sg' ﬁ‘
-Bob & Nancy B.: *With the Hydro-Silheaters, we saved $1,119Inheating o ggowatts 100 sq, ft.
costs the first year. There is no maintenance to worry about and we (8  2000watts 320sq. ft) *For larger areas, use multiple heaters

can zone every room separgtely for our comfort and convenience.”

HYDRO-SILL

You Can Do Something About the High Cost of Winter Heating.

Order Today. And save hundreds of dollars this winter while you stay warm.
Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715 (803) 548-6747

HYDRO'S"— 461011

P.O. Box 662

Suggested Retail Your Price Quantity Total Amount
Hydro-Sil Permanent Heaters (220 Volt)

Fort Mill, SC 29715 &' 1500 W $339 $214
Please send me the Hydro-Sil units | have marked at right: 5 1250 W $272 $199
Name 4 1000 W $222 $179
Address 3 750 W $199 $159
City 2 500 W $169 $139
(8’ 2000 W $369 $234  add $15 for shipping)
S Zip Hydro-Sil Portable Heaters (110 Volt)
Phone ¢ ) &' 1500 W $329 $189
Charge to: O VISA OMasterCard O Check [Money Order 4 1000 W $289 8179
Acct, # 3 750 W $249 $169
Credit Card Exp, Date Total Order (in U.S. funds) $
S.C. & N.C. residents add 5% sales tax $
New Dual Wattage Portable QUANTITY ""gg;z:;"s,s‘_os-?g;’g;’ phgZhundlng Reiiedtey
4 11, (110V) 750W-1500W $ 1991 Total Amount s
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eca High School to consecutive state titles
in 1963 and 1964. He was an All-American
at the University of Louisville in 1967 and
1968. In his first season with the Baltimore
Bullets, he was named the NBA’s Most
Valuable Player and Rookie of the Year,
one of only two players (Wilt Chamberlain
is the other) who can claim that distinc-
tion.

Although Unseld was only 6-foot-7,
short by NBA standards for a center, he av-
eraged 10.8 points and 13.9 rebounds in

his 13-year career with the Bullets. The
consummate team player, he was inducted
in 1989.

Cowens, elected to the hall of fame last
year, was a diamond in the rough during
his prep days at Newport Catholic High
School. He was passed over by Coach
Adolph Rupp at Kentucky and went on to
have three productive seasons at Florida
State, where he averaged 19 points and 17
rebounds.

The husky, 6'9", 230-pound center was

drafted in the fourth round of the 1970
NBA draft by the Boston Celtics. He shared
Rookie-of-the-Year honors with Geoff Petri,
and led the team to titles in 1974 and 1976
during his 10 seasons with the Celtics. He
was player-coach in 1978-79.

After a two-year layoff, Cowens played
one season with the Milwaukee Bucks be-
fore retiring in 1983. He averaged 17.6
points and 13.6 rebounds in 11 seasons,
and was a member of seven NBA all-star
teams. (]

Cooperstown is a quaint village of
2,300 in central New York. Before the
Baseball Hall of Fame was founded in
1939, its most famous resident was
James Fenimore Cooper, the 19th cen-
tury novelist. The town was named after
his father.

The three-story, brick building
houses artifacts of baseball from its
believed beginnings with Abner Double-
day in 1839. There are original paint-
ings and photographs of baseball heroes
and scenes that adorned such magazine
covers as Saturday Evening Post and
Sports Illustrated.

Exhibits touch every facet of
America’s pastime, from umpires and
pre-1900 equipment to radio broadcasts
from the golden years of Babe Ruth and
Ty Cobb. One wall is dedicated to what
has become one of America’s fastest
growing hobbies — collecting baseball
cards. Special sections tell the history of
the great black players, All-Star games
and various parks where baseball was
played. Towns such as Madisonville,
Hopkinsville and Hazard are listed in an
area dedicated to minor league teams.

The highlight is the Hall of Fame Gal-
lery, where plaques of all the men en-
shrined there line the walls. Its
reverential atmosphere has most people
whispering as they view the sport’s im-
mortals.

The pro football shrine in Canton is
easy to recognize. The main building
has a dome shaped like a football.

Canton has a rich history in football.
The American Professional Football
League, which became the National
Football League, was established there

Sports Halls Are Hallowed Havens For Faris

in 1920; the Canton Bulldogs were the
first two-time champs of the NFL in
1922 and 1923; and the city was desig-
nated as the site for the hall in 1961.
Memorabilia from the game’s early
years in the late 19th century reveal the
rugged nature of the sport in the uni-
forms and equipment. The three-build-
ing hall chronicles the game’s evolution
to the present day. Great teams, players
and coaches are recognized through ex-
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Basketball Hall of Fame, Springfield, MA

hibits, photographs and movies. There
is a Super Bowl room displaying the tro-
phy for the world champion and telling
the story of each championship team.

As with baseball, the most impressive
area is the enshrinement gallery, where
each hall of fame member is honored
with a bust.

Springfield is the undisputed home
of basketball. It is where Dr. James
Naismith, an instructor at the School
for Christian Workers, had two peach
baskets nailed to a gymnasium railing
and used a soccer ball to invent the
game of “basket ball.”

The three-story structure, which
opened in 1968, touches all phases of
the game from inner-city schoolyards,
to rural settings with goals nailed to
barns, to the glitter of the NCAA Final
Four and National Basketball Associa-
tion championships.

The size 21 shoes of Bob Lanier are
bronzed, uniforms over the years are
displayed and the evolution of equip-
ment is presented. Action photographs
of coaches such as Louisville’s Denny
Crum and Kentucky's Adolph Rupp are
prominently presented with others in
the college game. The high school
game is also showcased with photos of
the current high school All-Americans
and notes on where former college and
pro greats first developed their skills,

The Honors Court is the main attrac-
tion, where the hall of famers are recog-
nized on framed plaques. A basketball
court is set up at the end of the tour
with goals at various heights for fans to
get in a few minutes of shooting prac-
tice. O
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