
E" 

Driving Down 
The Dixie 

Artifacts you won't see along the interstate 
make traveling US 31 a trip back in time 

By Nancy Farmer 

ouring is a lost art. Americans 
used to be excellent tourists, 
back when cars paused for trains 
and traffic lights, before they 

had air conditioners or FM radio. Inter-
state highways have lured travelers off the 
scenic old routes as Americans have 
shifted their focus from the journey to the 
destination. 

John Steinbeck saw it coming as early 
as 1960. "When we get these thruways 
across America, as we will and as we 
must," he wrote, "it will be possible to 
drive from New York to California without 
seeing a single thing." 

He was right. Whenever interstate high-
ways opened, motorists abruptly aban-
doned the old roads with their villages and 
hamlets, leaving them to shrink and, in 
some cases, fade into ghost towns. 

But some communities survive, with 
tourist courts and roadside cafes, neon 
signs and lighthouse filling stations. 
They're like lost civilizations, remnants of 
the past, with businesses that cater to local 
traffic and a few die-hard tourists. 

Nowhere is there a better place than 
Kentucky to step back in time to relive the 
joy of traveling the backroads. Centered in 

Wigwam Village, between Cave City 
and Horse Cave, is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
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Savour the flavours of an intimate four course dinner while you ride through 
the historic countryside of Bardstown, KY. My Old Kentucky Dinner Train is a 
completely restored 1940s dinner train offering day and evening excursions. 

For reservations or a brochure call (502)348-7300 

Visa, MC, & DC accepted 
My Old Kentucky Dinner Train • 602 N. 3rd Street • Bardstown, KY 40004 
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Cogntr 
• Caves & 

Mammoth 
Cave National 
Park 

• Historic Homes 
• The Arts 
• Festivals 
• Waterways 
• Shopping 

For more information call or write: 
TRAVEL DEPARTMENT, CA-4 

P.O. BOX 2011 
FRANKFORT, KY 40602-2011 

1-800-225-8747, Ext. CA 

Tit,e4-e1 4 411-oi1e to 4ee tkcA/K 4hzeti•tg.e e.Ate! 

the country and stretching 411 miles east 
to west, Kentucky was a pass-through 
state for millions of northern vacationers 
seeking to warm themselves in Dixie's sun. 

At one time there were four "best routes 
to the south" that cut through the state on 
the way to Miami: US 25 from Bay City, 
Michigan; US 27 from Cheboygan, Michi-
gan; US 41, the Dixie Bee-Line from Cop-
per Harbor, Wisconsin; and US 31 from 
Chicago. Businesses along these routes 
banded together in "Dixie Highway" asso-
ciations to publish maps promoting their 
highways and lobby transportation depart-
ments to improve the roads. 

Traffic became so heavy along US 31 
that the road was divided into two 
branches, forming a slender loop between 
Louisville and Nashville. The loop exists 
today, and the sights along the way offer 
some of the best back-road exploration to 
be found anywhere. 

From Louisville, US 31E unfolds across 
rolling hills to Bardstown, where Tom 
Pig's Restaurant still opens at 5 a.m., serv-
ing "breakfast anytime" and home-cooked 
plate lunches. In 1927, Tom Pig's was lo-
cated in the heart of Bardstown. But hop-
ing to catch hungry travelers first, a new 
owner ripped up the old marble counter 
and cast iron stools and moved the busi-
ness to the town's edge in the 1950s. 

Tom Pig's thrives in an old filling sta-
tion, a rock building with somebody's sea-
shell collection pressed into wet cement. 

Historic sites have always been favorite 
tourist stops, and not far from Tom Pig's, 
My Old Kentucky Home, with its belles in 
crinolines and memories of Stephen Fos-
ter, still inspires motorists to pause. 

Forty years ago, visitors to Judge 
Rowan's Kentucky Home were content 
that most of the family's heirlooms had 
been moved out, replaced with new "colo-
nial" furnishings. Yesterday's tourists en-
joyed mere suggestions of the past; today's 
can see an authentic restoration, the re-
sult of scholars and master craftsmen. 

Past old Talbott Tavern, where stage-
coach travelers found a night's rest in 
1779, a green porcelain and neon sign an-
nounces "Old Kentucky Home Motel." It 
resembles George Washington's Mt. 
Vernon more than Kentucky's famous 
homeplace. Well kept with black and white 
heavy tiles in the bathrooms and little cof-
fee pots that plug directly into the wall in 
each room, the motel still sells postcards 

continued on page 41 
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An artist's fine craft comes to your T-Shirt 

CRAFTED 

Wearable Art 
(Some people call them T-Shirts) 

PACK GRAPHICS 
112 BRYON AVENUE • BEREA, KY 40403 

(606) 986-1671 
100% cotton quality T-Shirts $12 

50/50 Sweatshirts $17 
Shipping 8z Handling ADD $2.00 per shirt. Call or 

write for free brochure/price list. Send check or money 
order. KY residents ADD 6% Sales Tax 

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
DISTRIBUTORS/DEALERS INQUIRIES 

ENCOURAGED 

MAKE TRACKS...  
.. to the nearest tele-

phone and Call forour com-
plete product line of post 
building material. 

From trims to panels, win-
dows to overhead doors 
Graber Post Buildings, Inc. 
carries a full line of quality 
building products. 

Take a step in the right 
direction and call toll-free 
1-800-264-5013 today for 
a free quote on one single 
item or a complete con-
structed post building. 

111111111111111.11111110 
"Amish Built" 

GRABER POST 
BUILDINGS, INC. 

ROUTE #1, BOX 225 
MONTGOMERY, IN 47558 

Abraham Lincoln's "boyhood home" is a popular attraction even though his family never lived there. 
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THE DIXIE 
continued from page 28 
to send back home: "Having a great time. 
Wish you were here." 

Picture postcards and auto-touring 
went hand in hand. Families collected 
cards, filling albums so they could relive 
their journeys and share them with friends 
for years after. 

Before the automobile became a fixture 
on the landscape, travelers rode trains 
from point to point (no stopping in the 
middle, just as with interstate traveling to-
day), and found rest and refreshment at 
places such as New Haven's Sherwood Inn, 
built in 1875. 

On October 1, 1913, a fire raged in 
downtown New Haven leveling one whole 
city block. Thomas Hardin Johnson 
thought his Sherwood Inn was safe, that 
the tracks would provide a fire break. But a 
spark caught the wind and the old Inn 
burned to the ground. He started rebuild-
ing immediately, but with automobile traf-
fic picking up on New Haven's dirt Main 
Street, he faced a difficult decision: should 
he orient his new front door to railroad 
traffic as in the past, or would this "new-
fangled" automobile catch on, diverting 
business toward the road? 

In 1913, driving a motor car, sometimes 
called "air sailing," was still largely a 
hobby for the wealthy few and a novelty for 
onlookers. But Henry Ford had just per-
fected his mass-assembly line, automobile 
prices were falling and a wave of enthusi- 

asm was sweeping the nation among 
people thrilled with their newfound mobil-
ity. 

Johnson made the safe choice, angling 
his new door 45 degrees to the tracks and 
45 degrees to the road. When travelers to-
day cross the diagonal threshold, they still 
find murals G.O. Bell painted in 1914, and 
a metal stove with stoker coal warming a 
golden oak bar that was moved from Bos-
ton, Kentucky, just after Nelson Countians 
voted their town dry. They also find 
Johnson's grandson, Errol, still serving re-
freshments to weary travelers. 

Across the street in a plain brick build-
ing with a Rainbow Bread screen door, an-
other grandchild continues her family's 
business. Janice Vittitow runs the store 
Chester Howard and her father, Paul, 
opened in 1933, during the Great Depres-
sion. Howard's General Merchandise sells 
everything. "If we don't have it, you don't 
need it," Janice says. 

The store is a traveler's delight with 
fresh fruit, bologna sandwiches, fishing 
tackle and iron skillets. From the wooden 
mezzanine, which circles three walls of 
the store, the light of a bare 300-watt bulb 
illuminates the stock and shines brightly 
on the old airplane-shaped fan from 
Belknap's in the '30s. Once a year, Janice 
has to climb up and drip two drops of 3-in-
1 Oil on the wingless plane-fan; but when 
she pulls the cord dangling over the cash 
register, the propeller spins and the whole 
store cools down. 

The sense of bygone eras, of bringing 
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Presenting... 
The DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER 
-- the amazing walk-behind "brush hog" that -- 
• CLEARS & MAINTAINS meadows, 
pastures, roadsides, fences, wooded 
and rough non-lawn areas with ease. 
Mows over la acre per hour! 
• CUTS tall grass, weeds, brush, 
brambles, sumac - even tough 
saplings up to 1" thicic! 

So, 
WHY 
MESS 

with hand-
held brush-

cutters that are 
so dangerous, 

slow and tiring to 
use... OR with 

sic/debar mowers 
that shake unmerci-
fully and leave such 

a tangled mess? 

-au. FREE 
/(800),ST-1300 

PLEASE MAIL 
COUPON for FREE 

DETAILS about the Amazing 
DR ° FIELD and BRUSH MOWER! 
YES! Please rush complete FREE DETAILS of the 

I DR* FIELD and BRUSH MOWER including prices, • • spectfications of Standard and PRO models, and 
"Off-Season" Savings now in effect. 
Name  

!Address  
City  

I  To: COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS*, _Dept. 15303F 
VT 

i 
 Box 89, Feu Road, Charlotte, 05445  

State ZIP 

j 

• Plus 
CHOPS/ 
MULCHES 
most everything it 
cuts; leaves NO TANG 
material to trip over or to pick up like 
hand-held brushcutters and sicklebar mowers. 
• POWERFUL 8HP Briggs & Stratton engine 
with BIG 20" SELF-PROPELLED WHEELS! 
Rolls through ditches, furrows, over bumps and 
logs with ease. 
• Perfect for low-maintenance wildflower 
meadows... European-style woodlots free of 
undergrowth... walking paths... any area that 
you only want to mow once a month... or once a 
season! 

...here's nothing like growing your own mouth-
watering veggies. Imagine vine ripened 
tomatoes, fresh crisp lettuce, and sweating-hot 
chile peppers fresh 
daily, right from your 
own indoor garden. 
Or, grow a flower, or 
herb and spice garden. 
It's easy! 

yo u can eat fresher, 
healthier vegetables, 
and enjoy brightly 
colored flowers all year 
long. You will save 
money on your food 
bill too! So, if you're a 

beginner or a seasoned expert, New Earth has the 
products and the know-how to help you grow the 

best indoor gardens. 

NEW E Kr] ® 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR GARDEN CENTER 

It's all in our FREE catalog! 

Louisville Area 1-800-462-5953 
(Catalog Requests & Orders) 

NEW STORE-Nashville Area 
—4)  1-800-982-GROW 

Many 
Hydroponic 
Systems 
To Choose 
From 
se" 
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history to life, is found everywhere on the 
backroads. Appealing to all travelers' 
tastes, tributes to Abraham Lincoln 
abound in LaRue County — from the milk 
shake honoring the Great Emancipator at 
Ruthie's Lincoln Freeze (a roadside re-
freshment stop) to the dignified bronze 
statue on Hodgenville's town square; from 
Joel Ray's Lincoln Jamboree to the Lin-
coln Museum downtown. 

In a wooded valley near Knob Creek, 
Lincoln's Boyhood Home arrived in 1889. 
Historians say Abraham Lincoln's neigh-
bors, not his family, lived in the tiny log 
cabin before it was moved near the road. 
But it's a real traffic-stopper. So in 1933 an 
industrious entrepreneur put a bigger log 
building next door and opened the Lincoln 
Tavern and Dance Hall. 

The ladies of LaRue County didn't think 
drinking and dancing were a fitting tribute 
to a great American president, and 
launched a successful campaign to shut 
down the tavern in the '50s. 

For its important role in American tour-
ism and social history, the Lincoln com-
plex is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. With picnic tables, a com-
fortable old swing, and a well-stocked gift 
shop, Lincoln's Boyhood Home remains a 
popular tourist stop in LaRue County. 

On down the road, just beyond the Lin-
coln Memorial Motel and Tourist Cabins 
(identified with a neon marker), an elegant 
shrine designed by world-renown archi-
tect James Russell Pope elevates a tiny log 
cabin — Lincoln's birthplace. That cabin 
has traveled more than most Americans, 
spending time in New York's Central Park 
and Public Library and appearing at 
Tennessee's Centennial Exposition near 
replicas of the Parthenon and Egyptian 
pyramids. There's talk about moving it to 
the basement of the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington, D.C., but such talk isn't 
popular locally. The attraction still pulls in 
more than 300,000 tourists annually. 

Unusual architecture along the Dixie Highway 
includes this abandoned stone service station. 
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We've got your 
Building 

for your HORSES  
••=IM. •••• .. - 

• MMb OM, .161. ,,•m MOIMMIM=. ••• 4m. 
41=N11=111M1 INEW ./P .1 . ... ..... •m• ••MI. 
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fierlait 
CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 

PHONE: 1-800-755-1242 

• 

MMID 

COMMERICAL OR INDUSTRIAL? 

Enjoy Your Yard, 
Patio or Deck! 
WASP TRAP 

100% Effective! 
Attracts Wasps In 
They Can't Get Out 

A simple, yet 100% effective way to rid your yard of Wasps, Yellow 
Jackets and Hornets. Just add sugared water to attract wasps and 
a little liquid detergent to coat their wings. Wasps can't resist. 
They fly up trap -- once in, there's no escape. They fall into water 
and drown. Hang one or several of these ingenious traps near your 
patio or deck. Get so much more enjoyment especially when 
eating or cooking out. Take along on picnics or when camping out. 
A simple solution -- safe and foolproof Comes with hanging 
wires. Measures 6'' across. Sturdy, Hi- Impact construction. Use 
more than one for more infested areas 

tog 
,e  - • 

tsl° gal  
00  fe 

pleas°  

Open Trap. Add Water. 
Sugar & liquid 
Detergent 

FOSTER-TRENT INC., DEPT. 852-C, 29 BEECHWOOD AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801 1  
Rush the Wasp Traps indicated on 30 DAY HOME TRIAL My 
complete satisfaction guaranteed or my money back (less 
postage & handling). Full payment enclosed including$3.45 for 
post. & hand. (Sorry no C.O.D.) 

Zip 

Check Quantity Ordered) 
D ONE #8173 Wasp Trap  

TWO #8173 Wasp Trap  
D THREE #8173 Wasp Trap  

FOUR #8173 Wasp Trap  

N.Y.S. Residents Add Sales Tax 
Include $3.45 Postage & Handling 

Find enclosed $  
(circle one) in check, cash or money order. 

$ 4.88 
$ 9.00 
$12.00 
$15.00 Print Name 

Address 

City 

State 
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LOUISVILLE 

Mt. Washington 
West Point 

Radcliff 

ELIZABETHTOWN 

Munfordville 

Horse Cave 
Cave City 

Hodgenville 

BARDSTOWN 

GLASGOW 

A good Dixie Highway tour follows US 31E south 
from Louisville to Highway 70, eight miles north of 
Glasgow; Highway 70 west to US 31W at Cave City 
and US 31W north back to Louisville. 

Rich in color and texture, the back 
roads are galleries of art. During the 1960s 
when Lady Bird Johnson suggested we 
"beautify America," the country responded 
by taking down thousands of old bill-
boards, covering countless painted barns, 
and putting up millions of mansard roofs. 
Yet between the Lincoln Memorial and 
Glasgow, two wonderful "See Rock City" 
barns escaped the creosote cover. 

The stone filling-station at 31E and 
Highway 70 was not so lucky. The roof is 
almost gone. Windows are shattered. But 
the tall tower stands solid, like a monu-
ment to things lost along the way. 

Fortunately, the backroads' best is only 
five miles away at Cave City, where 18 
gleaming white concrete tepees beckon 
travelers to rest for the night. "Sleep in a 
Wigwam," orange neon invites. 

Fifty-five years ago, when Frank Redford 
designed his Wigwam Village, he envi-
sioned weary travelers coming together on 
the grassy lawn, sharing the joys of being 
on the road. He designed the village with 
fifteen sleeping tepees that look like 
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It's a T or Sweat Shirt 

Colors: White or Blue 
Sizes: T-shirt: S - M - L - XL - XXL* Sweat shirt: M - L - XL 
Prices: short sleeve T - $14.95 / long sleeve T - $18.95 

sweat shirt - $28.95 
NOTE: Prices include 6% KY sales tax and $2.25 P&H 
* XXL available in short sleeve only, Please add $2.00 

Pondering Kentucky • PO Box 43432 • Louisville KY 40253 
Credit Card orders telephone 502-245-3628 

Revolutionary 
TRIMMER ON WHEELS! 
SO MUCH EASIER to use than hand-held trimmers OR 
small-wheels mowers! TRIMS plus MOWS everything from 
whole lawns (even wet, without clogging!) to tough, waist-high 
grass and weeds with incredible ease! Rocks, etc. do it no harm 
because it has no steel blade to bend, break or dull. Perfect for use 
with riding mowers for finish-up trimming and mowing... and for 
ALL trimming and mowing around vacation homes, hunting 
camps, etc. 

"Your machine is all you say it is. 75% quicker than a hand-held 
trimmer because of the extra power and heavier cord that enables 
me to wade right thru heavy grass and weeds. There is NO heavy 
load to swing back and forth tiring your arms and shoulders. 
It makes weed wacking 'duck soup? " 

-Tom Lawrence, Somerville, NJ 

So, WHY HASSLE 
with hand-held trimmers or 
small-wheels mowers? Please 
mail coupon below TODAY 
forFREE DETAILS about 
the Revolutionary DR® 
TRIMMER/MOWER! 

wgrr 
ropAY: 

YES! Please rush complete FREE 
DETAILS of the Revolutionary DR® 
TRIMMER/MOWER including prices 
and specifications of Manual and 
Electric-Starting Models and "Off-

LSeason" Savings now in effect. 

Name  

Address  

City State ZIP  
To: COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 15303 5  

Box 89, Feny Road, Charlotte, VT 05445 (802)  425-2196 
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stretched buffalo hide over supporting 
poles piercing tepee peaks. Rolled back 
tent flaps flank each little door that opens 
to face the sunrise. Redford furnished the 
tepees with hickory "twig furniture" in-
side, and comfortable wooden lawn chairs 
and grills outside. 

Although the Indian village is an un-
usual scene, the coziness and privacy of 
detached sleeping units was not unusual 
in the 1920s and '30s. Once cars became 
readily available, Americans "took to the 
road" with passion and pride. A frenzy of 
road building and business openings fol-
lowed, but Americans toured faster than 
supporting services could be provided. 

The first sleeping facilities for tourists 
were simple "auto-camps" — empty fields 
with rest rooms and a bathhouse. Then 
came clusters of cottages that looked like 
children's playhouses (some in the side 
yards of roadside residences), which mo-
torists could rent for a dollar or two. In 
such simple quarters travelers enjoyed life 
on the road years before the word "motel" 
was born. 

Commerce finally caught up with the 
market, providing ample stations for gas, 
food, lodging and amusement. Businesses 
became competitive, and the "gimmick" 
was born. Businessmen like Frank Redford 
created fantasy environments and flaunted 
bright colors to entice customers off the 
road. Tin rockets, neon Kentucky Colo-
nels, and towering bourbon bottles like 
those on Dixie Highway 31W in Louisville, 
became roadside landmarks. 

Perhaps the Wigwam Village gift shop 
best sums up the simple pleasures of yes-
teryear. Standing in the shadow of a 52-
foot tepee, visitors feel like little kids at 
play time. Inside, plastic tomahawks, bears 
and snakes tempt grown-ups to buy the 
things they longed for as children. And 
Coca-Cola still tastes better out of the little 
bottles dispensed by a red cold-drink ma-
chine. 

Beside the cooler, next to a petrified tree 
trunk, a big black question mark draws an 
adventurous sojourner onto an old porce-
lain scale. For one copper penny, it myste-
riously looks into the future and reveals 
fortune and weight. For $15 or $20, the 
lady behind the counter will hand over a 
room key, a bargain price for an overnight 
stay in a Nationally Registered inn. For 
only a dollar extra, visitors can take home 
a three-inch plaster replica of their own 
private tepee. 
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Wuz, That's Nice,... but 
I was thonk In9 OF a 
SINGER Sewing Machine,— 
NOT A SiNSiNG 

SOWING MACHINE 

There used to be seven Wigwam Villages 
around the country. Bulldozers have bur-
ied four. The ones still standing in Arizona 
and California don't look much like Frank 
Redford's dream. The only place to still ex-
perience Wigwam magic is on Kentucky's 
Dixie Highway. 

Wigwam Village no longer sells food; 
but Hal's Restaurant near the Barren/Hart 
county line pleases hungry motorists 
daily. Hal and Mary Carpenter polished 
knotty pine paneling to a lustrous sheen, 
scrubbed Bedford stone and scoured stain-
less steel restoring their roadside eatery, 
built about 1948. Mary's western omelet is 
superb, and she keeps coffee cups filled 
while Hal chats with customers. 

The warmth and friendliness of Hal's 
Restaurant are hallmarks of a good tour. 
Good tours today are off the beaten path; 
they take you past clothes drying on a line, 
past yard sales, past children playing. 

And when you find yourself stopping at 
a lemonade stand; pausing to appreciate a 
sunset; and lamenting the decline of car 
hops, hot dog stands, drive-in movies and 
"service with a smile," you've mastered the 
lost art of touring. 
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You Wouldn't Believe! 
Every now and then, someone who has looked into 

the teachings of the Catholic faith for the first time will 
write and say, "You wouldn't believe the terrible 
things I have heard and read about Catholics." 

Yes, we've heard many of them too. There's a lot of 
misinformation out there. If you've been hearing the 
unbelievable about Catholics and want to know what 
the truth really is, we will be pleased to send you a 
free copy of "This We Believe", written in an easy-to-
understand, non-controversial way by the late 
Archbishop John F. Whealon. He writes about God, 
Jesus, the Church, the Eucharist, prayer, forgiveness 
of sins and community. Fill out the coupon today. No 
one will call on you. 

- FREE — Mail Coupon Today! 
Please send Free Pamphlet entitled KL-3-93 

"This We Believe" 
This offer is limited to one free pamphlet. 

Name  

Address  

City  State  Zip  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
KENTUCKY STATE COUNCIL 
Religious Information Bureau 

P.O. Box 20222 Louisville, KY 40250 
\ 


