y . . Priorities for Progress:
Community Foundation

A of Southern Indiana Community

With funding from the Community Foundation of Southern Indiana, the IU Southeast Applied Research
and Education Center held community listening sessions and surveyed Clark and Floyd county residents,
nonprofit, business, and local government leaders, and the Foundation’s fund holders to identify priorities,
assets, aspirations, and opportunities for growth and improvement to support thriving communities. Findings
will be used to guide the Foundation’s grant making to support the community’s Priorities for Progress.

Community looks at the combination of social capital, public infrastructure and services, and arts and
cultural amenities.

Top Selected Priorities for Community Building in Clark and Floyd Counties

Neighborhood activities. 49.4%
Mentoring programs for adults to mentor children. 47.5%
Peer mentoring programs for youth. 44.7%

Opportunities for youth to engage in voluntary associations
(for example 4-H, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts).

Group activities for seniors.

Opportunities for adults to engage in voluntary associations
and civic organizations (e.g. Kiwanis, Lion's Club).

Networking opportunities for adult professionals.

Peer mentoring for adults.
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Various regions of Clark and Floyd counties have differing priorities for community building. More rural
residents tended to value outdoor green space, while those living in population centers prioritized
neighborhood associations and more activities with other residents. Many of the residents in Clark and Floyd
counties have positive views of the region’s social infrastructure, including services such as public libraries,
parks and recreational areas. However, there are still improvements to be made, including the walkability of
the region and accessibility of amenities.

Priorities for Progress

o Identify opportunities to use public social infrastructure to engage community-building activities. These
may include youth mentoring programs and opportunities for seniors to interact across generations.

o Engage various levels of government in understanding the unique emergency response needs of the growing
suburban/rural parts of the region.

o Improve availability and access to public transportation for low-income individuals, differently abled
persons, and those with special needs.

o Help make art and cultural activities more easily accessible to people across income levels and other
barriers.
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Social Infrastructure— Percent Rating “Good” or “Excellent”

m Good or Excellent

— 94.4%

5.6%

Library Facilities (N= 504)

Maintenance of Public Grounds (N=512)

Parks and Recreation Facilities (N= 504)

Paths/Safe Options for Biking and
Walking (N= 480)
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Poor or Very Poor

. 01.0%
9.0%

I ©0.3%
9.7%

I 62.9%

37.1%

Improvements to social infrastructure are a top priority for residents of Clark and Floyd counties.
Improving these areas can impact other regional priorities and can support economic development, health
and wellness. One of the highest-rated social infrastructure services are the public libraries in the two-county
area; the region is home to four libraries with six locations across Clark and Floyd counties. The libraries offer
programs including, but not limited to, book discussion groups and children’s activities.

Art and Cultural Opportunities in Clark and Floyd Counties
Residents of Clark and Floyd counties value celebrating community history and culture. With relatively easy
access to Louisville and other smaller performance venues in Southern Indiana, the region has ample
opportunity for cultural experiences. However, for many, low incomes remain a barrier to accessing these

services.

Our community celebrates its history and culture _ 67.9%

(N= 461).

Our community offers art & cultural activities that
attract visitors (N= 464).

Our community nurtures creativity in children &
youth (N=428).

We have many opportunities to enjoy diverse forms
of art & performance in our community (N= 466).

Our community offers opportunities for adults to
engage in creative self-expression (N= 398).

People at all income levels have access to art &
cultural activities (N= 442).

B Strongly Agree or Agree
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32.1%
36.4%
37.4%
40.1%
47.2%
54.8%

Disagree or Strongly Disagree

Fact Sheet @ Applied Research and Education Center



